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Galooshty – a billowing wind, ‘like someone’s shaking out a wet sheet in the sky’. 
 When Charlie climbs into his tree house, he also 
climbs into the tree’s mind. Not only does he learn a 
thousand names for weather, but, in a shattering moment of 
insight, he sees the future of the earth. 
 Charlie begins a project to save his own garden, not 
knowing that he will soon be called to much greater things. 
 Meanwhile the tree, Ash, learns how to think like a 
human. He struggles to understand beauty, humour and 
imagination. At first he is full of wonder and admiration 
but when his friend, the rat, tries to persuade him that 
humans are vermin, Ash begins to have doubts. 
 Eventually plants and animals sit in judgement on the 
human race and ask: might the planet be better off without 
them? Which way will Ash cast his vote? 
 An environmental parable for all ages set against a 
background of oil wars and climate change. This book 
involves children in the most important questions facing 
the world today in a quirky and original way. 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Ana Salote is a tutor and environmental activist. She lives in Somerset and in books and wouldn’t like to 
choose between them. 
 

“Wonderful…contemporary as tomorrow’s newspaper.”  
Tim Smit (CEO Eden Project) 

 

“This is a story for all human children, even if they consider themselves grown-ups. I 
hope that many children will read this and get a glimpse of the wonder and awesomeness 

of life, that they will follow Charlie’s example of loving life and treating it with deep 
respect.” Ian Roderick (Director, Schumacher Institute) 


